What is a Web Page?

A web page is a file on a computer written in HTML format.  HTML stands for Hyper Text Markup Language.  This computer file contains both web-specific code and also "content," which is what actually gets displayed in the web page.
Content includes text, pictures, tables, links, lists, embedded video, embedded audio, etc.  The code will always include HTML elements, which define and organize the page.  Most modern web pages will also include formatting code known as CSS (Cascading Style Sheets).  Some pages might include more advanced things called scripts, such as JavaScript or PHP. 

HTML can be created using any text editor, such as Notepad.  However, when you save an HTML document, you must save it with either the extension ".html" or the extension ".htm", so the computer knows it is a web page.  Use “Save As” from notepad and save it as you see in the image below:
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What is the difference between my notepad file and my web page file?

None, actually.  They are the exact same file.  HTML files (that end in .html or .htm) can be displayed two different ways.  If an html file is opened in a text editor, such as Notepad, the html code displays.  If an html file is opened in a browser (such as Internet Explorer or Firefox), the code is interpreted by the browser and the content is displayed in the browser window as a web page.

What is an HTML element?
An HTML element is a component of an HTML document.  It is typically comprised of a start tag, an end tag, and some web content in between the start and end tag.  For example, the <a> element places a link into a web page.

What is a tag?

A tag is an html "command" that tells the browser to perform some action.  The start tag is surrounded by brackets, such as <a> and the end tag looks the same but with an additional forward slash, such as </a>.  Most HTML elements have a start tag and a separate end tag.
What is an attribute?

Most tags can include attributes and attribute values, which further define what the browser should display.  For example, in the start tag <a href="page2.html">, the "href" is the attribute being defined and the "page2.html" is the attribute value.

What is content?

Content is everything that is actually visible when a visitor views our web page.  To our visitor, none of the HTML or CSS code matters; they are interested only in the content.  It is our job as web designers to present that content to our visitors in the best way possible.

Don't worry if this is confusing right now.  It will make more sense as we go through some examples and you start creating your own pages.

Here is a sample basic web page with a lot of the things we just discussed labeled in red.  The only thing visible to a visitor of this page would be a link that reads, "Search here" that would go to Google if clicked: 
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Basic Elements of a Web Page
To prevent us from having to type the same basic elements each time we create a new web page, we use a template – or skeleton – that contains a blank page with no content.  We can then just add in our own content.  Your instructor will provide you with this basic template file, but it will look something like the following:
[image: image3.png]Skeleton

Use the code below to start a W3C standards compliant web page. The code follows these standards

« Doctype: XHTML 1.0 Transitional
« Character Encoding: UTF-&

o1
0.
03.
0a.
5.
6.
o7.
ea.
e
10.
1.
12.
130
1a.
15,
16.
17.
18,
19,
20.

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTHL 1.6 Transitional//EN"
"http://sem.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">

<htm] xnlns="http://www.w3.org/1990/ xhtml">
<head>

<meta http-cquiv="Content-type” content
<title>Page Title Goes Here</title>

&

‘text/htnl; charset=UTF-3" />

<meta http-cquiv="Content-Language” content="en-us" />
<meta nane="author” content="Your Name Goes Here" />

<style type="text/css” media="all">
<Ustyle>
</head>

<body>
<I-- Page content goes here

</body>

</html>




A Description of the Basic Elements

DOCTYPE:  This tells the browser what version of HTML or XHTML the document is using.  This should be before any tags in the web page. The most commonly used DOCTYPEs are "strict" and "transitional".
<html> and </html>:  These are the first and last html tags in your web page.  They tell the browser you are writing an HTML document.
<head> and </head>:  The head tags surround all the special elements, such as CSS styling, that do not get displayed directly in your web page.  The head elements are always above the body tags, just like a person’s head is on top of their body. 
<body> and </body>:  The body tags surround all of the content (text, images, links, tables, etc.) that will be displayed in your web page.
Each of these elements can be used only once per web page.
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